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GAY FREEDOM LEAGUE
By Lyndsey Richards ‘18
THE STONEWALL RIOTS AND THE GAY 
RIGHTS MOVEMENT
June 28th, 1969: New York City police 
raided the Stonewall Inn, a gay club 
located in Greenwich Village in New 
York City. 
Became the catalyst for the gay rights 
movement
The movement eventually reached the 
Rochester area at U of R in 1970. 





After Stonewall the Gay Right’s 
Movement spread to Columbia 
University, then made it’s way to 
Cornell, then to the University of 
Rochester, then finally to Brockport. 
Gay Liberation Front on the 
Eastman Quadrangle at U of 
R, circa 1971
• “Perhaps if I had gone over and joined the GLF, or even just got to 
know others who were “like me,” I would have found out that I was not 
alone, and that there were others like me who would have given me 
support and courage to accept who I was and come out—if not to the 
world, at least to myself. Had I done so, I might not have spent the next 
20 years in the closet.” 
• -Anthony Boccaccio ’71, U of R

•The Gay Freedom league was 
the first recorded LGBTQ group 
on campus. 
•It was started in 1972 by 
someone named C.W. Davis.
•The goal of the group was to “promote greater 
cohesion and solidarity within Brockport’s gay 
community.” 
•And the “elevation of the social and political 
consciousness of both the gay and non-gay 
communities concerning gay right’s issues.”

THEY HAD THEIR OWN ROOM IN THE 
UNION
THEY EVEN HAD A RADIO SHOW 
ON WBSU (NOW 89.9 THE POINT)
• The group faced lots of 
opposition from the student 
body. This is a letter to the 
editor that was published in 
The Stylus on  March 20, 1973 
in response an article 
published by the Gay Freedom 
League. 
•Another example of opposition 
from 1973 

OTHERS PUBLISHED INFORMATIVE ARTICLES 
ON WHAT HOMOSEXUALITY ACTUALLY MEANT
Another letter 
in The Stylus: 
Thursday 
January 30th
1975
•From 1978 to 1992 the Gay Freedom League 
was all but absent on campus….
Then in 1993, they came back under 
a new name: The Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual Student Association 
(GLBSA). 
The first GLBSA pic in the yearbook, circa 1994
•Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual Student Association (1993)
• Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Students and Friends Association (1994)
• SOUL: Sexual Orientations United For Liberation (1999 to today)
• The Brockport Pride Association (2017)
Circa 2016
